
 

The Board of the Austro-British Society is 
delighted to invite all Members of the ABS, 

only two weeks before the historic event,  

to a fascinating Panel Discussion  

about the highly explosive subject of the 

 

Brexit Referendum 
 on Thursday, 09.06.2016 at 19:00 h 

 
in the Music Room (Musikzimmer) of the Diplomatic Academy 

(Diplomatische Akademie), 
Favoritenstrasse 15a, 1040 Wien 

 
 
After welcoming words and a brief 
introduction by our President Dr Kurt 
Tiroch four very knowledgeable 
Britons: 
 

   
    Melanie Sully ,    Go   -   Governance  

    
Colin Munro   , British Ambassador ret.   

    
Charles Crawford   ,    , British Ambassador ret.     

    
Bob Haigh  , UniCredit   

    

  
  

    

will debate the pros and cons of 
Britain voting to leave Europe, 
moderated by   Dr Alexander 
Christiani,  Austrian Ambassador 
ret. and ABS Vice-President. 
 

 
This will be followed by a 
small drinks and canapés 
reception with ample 
opportunities for further in- 
depth discussions. 
 
 

 
For “Outers”, leaving the EU will allow Britain to re-
establish itself as a truly independent nation with 
connections to the rest of the world. To “Inners”, 
Brexit would result in the country giving up its 
influence in Europe, turning back the clock and 
retreating from the global power networks of the 
21st century. Brexit would bring some clear-cut 
advantages, says The Economist.  
 
The UK "would regain control over fishing rights 
around its coast", for example. But it concludes that 
the most likely outcome is that Britain would find 
itself "a scratchy outsider with somewhat limited 
access to the single market, almost no influence 
and few friends". Britain would remain a member of 
NATO and the UN, but it may be regarded as a less 
useful partner by its key ally, the US. The American 
government fears that the "EU referendum is a 
dangerous gamble that could unravel with 
disastrous consequences for the entire continent", 
says The Guardian. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
On 23 June, the UK will settle a question 
that's been rumbling close to the surface 
of British politics for a generation: should 
the country remain within the European 
Union, or leave the organisation and go it 
alone. Both sides insist that the outcome 
of the vote will settle the matter of 
Britain's EU membership for the 
foreseeable future. The effect of leaving 
the EU on British jobs depends on a 
complex interplay of the factors above: 
trade, investment and immigration. 
 
Pro-EU campaigners have suggested 
that three million jobs could be lost if 
Britain goes it alone. However, while 
"figures from the early 2000s suggest 
around three million jobs are linked to 
trade with the European Union," says Full 
Fact, "they don't say they are dependent 
on the UK being an EU member." 
 
If trade and investment fell post-Brexit, 
then some of these jobs would be lost – 
but if they rose, then new jobs would be 
created. Stuart Rose, former Marks & 
Spencer chief executive and a prominent 
pro-EU campaigner, conceded recently 
that wages may rise if Britain leaves – 
which would be good for workers, but 
less so for their employers. 
 
Writing for the London School of 
Economics, Professor Adrian Favell says 
limiting freedom of movement would 
deter the "brightest and the best" of the 
continent from coming to Britain and 
reduce the pool of candidates employers 
can choose from. 
 
Free movement of people across the EU 
also opens up job opportunities for British 
workers seeking to work elsewhere in 
Europe. 
 

 
Chappatte is a Lebanese-Swiss cartoonist who 
draws for the International New York Times and 
has taken a suitably lofty perspective in this 
cartoon. It is one of my favourites – concise, well 
composed and straight to the point. Leave Europe 
and Scotland leaves the UK. I wouldn’t blame them. 
Chappatte’s elegant, crosshatched style is polite 
but trenchant, a perfect political cartoon. 

 

Monty Python’s Ministry of Silly Walks lives! I love 
this cartoon from the Netherlands’ Tom Janssen 
for its graphic simplicity and bold style. Is it just me, 
or are there echoes of the goose step along this 
Brexit tightrope walk? We all know this isn’t going 
to end well. The Monty Python theme music should 
be playing in the background as Britain takes a 
tumble. This image sums up the absurdity of 
Cameron’s referendum gamble perfectly. Now for 
something completely different… 

 

This invitation is for ABS members 
only. 

Due to limited capacity it’s strictly first 
come, first served so please register by 

latest 02.06.2016 via the Registration Link 
on the accompanying email! 


